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Even senior
Tories spoke
out against it!

“I think it’s a
mistake.  It’s
worse than a
crime...”

Sir John Tusa,
Chairman of the
Conservative
Party’s Art
Commission

Wandsworth’s ruling
Conservatives have failed
in their attempt to close
the popular Wandsworth
Museum in Garratt Lane.

A charity has pledged
£2m to secure the future
of the museum. This
followed a huge local
campaign, and a petition
signed by 20,000 people.

The Tories blamed the
spending cut on a
reduction in government
funding. However, they
knew about this at least a
year in advance. “They
could have chosen to
sensibly manage the
budget. They preferred
instead to cut our local
services. Their priorities
are entirely wrong!” said
Lib Dem Adam Towner.

The council is still going
ahead with its closure
programme before the
museum collection is re-
housed, meaning that
expertise of museum staff
could be lost. The Tories
have no commitment to
culture in this Borough!
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For many local residents, the Conservatives’ shameful handling of this issue has
been a turning point in their opinion of Wandsworth’s ruling party. At no point did
the Tory Council choose to consult local people about the proposed closure of
the museum. A huge campaign, involving people right across the borough and
beyond, was dismissed out of hand. Local residents are tired of being treated
with such arrogance by the Conservatives.

The Tories just pushed on ahead with their plans, ignoring the overwhelming
cries of support for this much-valued local amenity. They just don’t care!

“The local council is supposed to be the guardian of the borough’s history, not
the destroyer of it. Wandsworth’s Conservatives are cultural vandals”, said local
campaigner Anna Ahmed.
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Councillor Malcolm Grimston is the
Wandsworth Councillor in charge of
Environment and Leisure. He was the
driving force behind the push to close
the Wandsworth Museum.

“Mr Grimston’s arrogant remarks and
disdainful attitude to local democracy
might come back to haunt him at the
next local elections”, said Tony Burrett
of the Southfields Lib Dem team.
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Two of the current Southfields Tory
councillors are members of the
Committee that could have brought an
immediate halt to the closure when it
was first debated.

But they chose as usual to back their
party bosses rather than listen to local
opinion. “Conservative councillors always
put the concerns of their party bosses
ahead of the people they are supposed to
represent. This is an insult to Southfields
residents”, said Anna Ahmed.

Lucy Allen is one of the Southfields
councillors who chose not to defend the
museum. On her on-line blog she
dismissed the museum as something that
doesn’t matter to local people.

“If Ms Allen lived in Southfields she would
know that residents here care very deeply
about our local services and amenities.
Above everything else, this Tory councillor
wants to be an MP, and she has put her
political ambitions ahead of defending the
interests of Southfields residents”, said
Adam Towner.
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MPs from all major parties signed a Parliamentary motion urging Wandsworth Council
to allow more time to consider alternatives to closing the museum. Not one
Conservative signed the motion, including Putney MP Justine Greening.

“Clearly, like her Wandsworth Tory colleagues, Justine Greening is more interested in
toeing the party line than in defending the interests of local people”, said Southfields
Liberal Democrat Tony Burrett.
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Your name:

Your address/email/phone:

Are you interested in joining
the Liberal Democrats �
or helping with deliveries of
leaflets in your area �
(Tick box)

Return this form to:

Putney Liberal Democrats
Freepost RLSA-KHGX-
SBAT
197 Felsham Road
London SW15 1BD
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